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The educational philosophy of Bowling Green Christian Academy is based upon two Biblical principles:

1. The most important part of educating children is encouraging them in the love of God and His Word and the development of Christian values and character.

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
(Deuteronomy 6:6-7)
	
2. The responsibility for educating children belongs to parents, not to the State Government, the church or any other institution.

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)


In addition to spiritual training, children also need academic training, training in citizenship and vocational training in order to become productive members of society. Parents should prayerfully seek God concerning the educational choices they make for their children. There are basically three choices available to parents today—
· Private Christian Education
· Home Schooling
· Secular Public Education

The mission of Bowling Green Christian Academy is to provide a quality private Christian education alternative to the families of Wood and surrounding counties for preschool through twelfth grade. We have a high commitment to both the building of Christian character, and academic excellence. Our desire is to serve the whole Christian community and see the Kingdom of God extended through our children. 


I. Philosophy of Christian Education

Bowling Green Christian Academy begins with the premise that the only true education is a Christian education. This premise is based upon the fact that only Christian education deals with all the dimensions of life as viewed from a Biblical perspective.

A. Reality
God is the personal and purposeful Creator and represents the guiding force of the universe. Reality in life involves the understanding that God is real and is active in the lives of men and women today.
B. Truth
All truth is God’s truth. Truth is consistent throughout the universe. Truth exists and is an absolute. God has shown Himself through His Scriptures, and man’s understanding of truth comes through a study of the inspired Word of God and an understanding of His creation.
C. Knowledge
All knowledge must be put in the context of Biblical truth. Any knowledge or personal conviction which serves as a guiding principle in an individual’s life must be based on truth as revealed in God’s inspired Word.
D. Man
Man is created in the spiritual and moral image or likeness of God. Man’s essential nature is his freedom to choose or decide for himself what he will think, become and do. Man’s essential freedom of choice is affected by his inherent nature and his environment of both good and evil. Therefore, he is in need of special help to choose good which is to find fulfillment in a reconciled life made possible by Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God.
E. Christian Education
In order for an educational program to be academically sound and instructionally effective, it must be founded upon Christian educational principles that recognize the true nature of God, of truth, of knowledge and of man.
F. Implicit in Christian education are these basic truth:
1. Man possesses a spiritual dimension (Genesis 1:26-27).
2. Education involves the total being: spiritual, intellectual, physical and social (Proverbs 9:9).
3. Each person possesses unique individual potential, traits and needs (Romans 12”3-8).
4. The educational experience must involve the development of Christian beliefs, attitudes and skills.
5. An integration of Biblical truth will be an inseparable and primary part of the total educational process. Christian concepts will be central to the academic studies.
6. Children need a steady influence while preparing to live in a complex society. Only the Bible has the answers to man’s needs and longings. The Bible will serve as our final authority on all questions.
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II. Why the Christian School?

A. Parents are mandated by God to educate their children. Children are gifts from God (Psalms 127:3-5). Parents are responsible to “train up” their children in the way of the Lord and not in the ways of the world (Proverbs 22:6, Ephesians 6:4). God’s people are told, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Do not learn the way of the nations… for the customs of the peoples are delusion.’ …” (Jeremiah 10:2-3). Proverbs 19:27 states, “Cease listening, my son, to discipline, and you will stray from the words of knowledge.” It is obvious that God has been very careful to instruct and warn parents as to the type of education a child is to receive.
B. In God’s economy, He has ordained three basic institutions: the family, the church and the state. In fulfilling parental responsibility for the education of children, the family usually seeks help and support from one of those institutions outside the home. Since there is no Biblical authority for the state to be involved in education, the creation of a Christian school assists the parents in fulfilling their Christian responsibility to “train up” their children.

III. [bookmark: _Toc120086168]Expected Student Outcomes

A. To give God the glory in all things.
B. To encourage each student to make a personal decision to accept Christ as Lord and Savior.
C. To develop spiritual leaders in the church.
D. To develop an understanding of one’s unique responsibility to God.
E. To help students realized their capabilities and limitations and how to make most of them toward growth and service.
F. To equip each student with the ability to communicate clearly, logically and effectively through reading, writing, speaking and listening.
G. To encourage creativity and curiosity.
H. To encourage an appreciation of the arts.
I. To teach the fundamentals of Language Arts, Math, History, Geography, Science and the Bible.
J. To teach the fundamentals of physical fitness, nutrition and hygiene.

